
Bible link: Matthew 22: 37-40
Biblical value: Service

Key idea: What is my duty?
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Pupil talk

Worship song

Pupil involvement
Turn up to assembly a little late. As you walk into the hall, 
push past another teacher (perhaps forewarn them) telling 
them to move out of the way, drop a piece of litter on the 
floor and then ask the children what they are all doing sat 
there! When they explain they are here for assembly, tell 
them there isn’t one as you haven’t bothered to plan it so 
they’ll all just have to sit in silence until the end!

Obviously, this isn’t really the case because you take your 
duties very seriously. Discuss what we mean by duties. 
Explain that a duty is something that you do because it is 
part of your job or because you feel it is the right thing to 
do. Think about the actions at the beginning of assembly. 
Do we have a duty to be on time, to be kind and polite, to 
care for the environment and to do our job? Discuss how 
you should have entered assembly, if you were being 
dutiful and responsible.

• What are your duties at school?

• What are your duties at home?

• Has there ever been a time you did something 
because you felt it was the right thing to do?

Think
Celebrations to mark the Queen's Platinum Jubilee will 
take place during the upcoming special four-day Bank 
Holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June. 
The Queen has reigned for 70 years - the first British 
monarch ever to reach the milestone. The Queen often 
talks about ‘a life of service’ and the importance of duty.

In the Bible, Jesus teaches us that God is king. God has 
a vision of how people should live their lives. As 
Christians, it is our duty and responsibility to follow 
Jesus’ example. He teaches and shows us to have faith, 
love God and each other, be honest, be humble and be 
joyful of others’ achievements, among other things.

Key stage 1 class discussion
• Discuss some of the responsibilities/duties different 

grown-ups might have e.g., teachers, police offices, 
nurses, our grown-ups at home. Think about how 
these people help us.

• What do you do to help? Do you tidy the classroom? 
Do you include everyone in your games? Do you try 
your best?

Key stage 2 class discussion
• Discuss your duties and responsibilities to the 

world we live in: the environment, people you see, 
people living in other parts of the world.

• Compare the duties a young child, a child your age, 
a teenager and an adult may have. How do they 
differ? Should you be expected to have more 
responsibilities than someone younger than you?
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Invitation prayer
The prayer that Jesus gave us: The Lord’s Prayer.


