
• Look at this week’s poster. Does anyone know who they 
can see? Explain that it is Elon Musk. Do we know 
anything about him or why he is famous? Explain that 
he is currently the richest man in the world, in charge 
of Tesla (the electric car company) and SpaceX. 

• He has been in the news a lot recently, because of his 
involvement in and intentions towards changing the 
social media company, Twitter. He wants to buy the 
company, as he thinks it has a lot more potential. One of 
his issues is with the lack of free speech – some users 
have been banned altogether from the platform, including  
former US President, Donald Trump. Do you think users 
should be able to speak freely on social media platforms 
like Twitter?

• Read the assembly resource, which provides further 
information about Elon Musk and his thoughts on free 
speech. Share how you feel about being able to say 
whatever you like.

• Can we think of ways that our words can affect others, 
both positively and negatively? Do you think we should 
always be allowed to say what we want in general?

• Watch this week’s useful video, which shows an overview 
of the power of freedom of speech. What do you think 
is the most important message?

• Write ‘freedom’ on the board. What do you think freedom 
is? Do you feel you are free?

• Explain that freedom can be defined as the state of being 
allowed to do what you want; the power to act, speak 
or think as you choose.

• Look at resource 2, where some people share what 
freedom looks like to them. What do you think about 
each of these comments? Do you agree or disagree 
with anyone?

• Focus on Eli’s comment. Do you think we have 
a responsibility to protect the freedom of others as well 
as our own? Do you think rules and laws protect 
everyone’s freedom?

• Look at the two images representing freedom. The chain 
and the cage both show freedom as a physical restraint. 
Can restraints also be emotional or mental? 

• Can you think of anything else that you feel might restrict 
someone’s freedom e.g. time, money, age? Should we 
help people who may not be able to do everything they 
want because money restricts them?

• As children, we may feel restricted by the choices adults 
in our lives make for us e.g. how much screentime we 
have, what foods we eat, whether we can go out to play 
on our own or not. Can you think of any other examples 
of restrictions placed on you? Do you think this 
is fair? Why?

• Write ‘human rights’ on the board. Have you ever heard 
of this before? What do you think a human right is?

• Explain that human rights are something every person 
should have. They are there to help make things fair, 
give us our freedoms and make sure people are 
treated equally.

• Often rules are put in place, which tell us the things 
we can or cannot do. These help to protect our rights.

• Look at resource 1, which shares some of the rules we 
might have in school. Can you match each rule to 
a reason why we might have it? Do some of the rules 
have more than one reason?

• The rules we have in school protect our rights. We all 
have the right to be safe, to have an education, to be 
respected and to be able to share our thoughts freely. 
Do you agree the rules in school help give you 
these rights?

• As children, we are still learning about our rights 
so adults we trust should help us to do this. Which adults 
do you trust? Your teachers? Adults at home?

• Can you think of any other rights e.g. the right to food, 
clothing and a safe place to live? Look at some of the 
UN Rights of a Child to help you do this. 

• Explain that not everybody in our world does have these 
rights. What do you think about that? How does it make 
you feel?

KS1 focus KS2 focus
What does freedom look like to you?What is a right?

Listen ShareThink Listen ShareThink

We all have rights. To feel safe, be treated with respect and 
to share our thoughts freely are just some of the rights that 
help protect us, give us freedom and make things fair.

Reflection
Freedom can look slightly different to each of us. 
We should all feel free but our choices should not affect 
the freedom of others.

Reflection

Chief executive of the electric car manufacturer, Tesla, 
and founder of SpaceX, Elon Musk, has reached a deal to 
buy Twitter, stating that he is the right person to release 
the social media platform's extraordinary potential. He 
has agreed to buy the social media platform in a £34.6bn 
($44bn) deal. Musk is a regular Twitter user with more 
than 80 million followers. In March, Musk asked his 
followers whether they thought the social media platform 
encouraged free speech. 

Should we have the right to say 
whatever we choose?

Listen ShareThink

Our words can be incredibly powerful. They can bring great 
joy or sadness to those around us; they even have the 
power to change the world. Freedom of expression means 
we are able to say what we want, whilst remembering to 
think about how our words impact others.

Reflection



This week’s useful websites
This week’s news story
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-61225355

This week’s useful videos
Freedom of speech
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTqWSypMJfY

This week’s virtual assembly
www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

KS2 follow-up ideas KS1 follow-up ideas

This week’s vocabulary
Banned
Stating officially that something must not be done, 
shown or used.
One of his issues is with the lack of free speech –
some users have been banned altogether from the 
platform.

Extraordinary
Unusual or remarkable; having a good or special quality.
…he is the right person to release the social media 
platform's extraordinary potential.

Impact
Have a strong effect or influence on something.
Freedom of expression means we are able to say what 
we want, whilst remembering to think about how our 
words impact others.

Incredibly
To a great degree; extremely.
Our words can be incredibly powerful.

Intentions
An aim or plan.
He has been in the news a lot recently, because of his 
involvement in and intentions towards changing the 
social media company, Twitter.

Potential
Someone's or something's ability to develop, achieve, 
or succeed.
He wants to buy the company, as he thinks it has a lot 
more potential.

Option 1
Social media is very much part of people’s lives. Many 
platforms used for social media have an age 
restriction so we don’t use them but rapid 
developments are continuously made so more child-
friendly social networks are becoming available.
• What are the benefits of social media? E.g. keep in 

touch with friends and family, to share photos and 
videos, to find jobs, to give people a voice.

• Can you think of any drawbacks? E.g. spam, 
unwanted connections, having unrealistic 
expectations of life.

Discuss how once we have put a photo onto social 
media or have said something, we cannot take it back. 
Even if we change our mind and delete it, people may 
still have seen it and can even screenshot it. We need 
to think carefully about the things we say. Use the 
opportunity to discuss other ways to keep ourselves 
safe on the internet. You could design a poster to help.

Look at some words on the board (stupid, lovely, 
thoughtful, mean, horrid, smiley, grumpy, smelly, 
positive, brave). 
• Has anyone ever used any of these words 

to describe you? How did you feel?
• Can you sort the words into ones that would make 

you feel good and ones that might hurt or 
upset you?

Remember, we all have the right to say what we want 
but we also have a responsibility for the feelings of 
others. Once we have said something, we can’t take it 
back.
• If our words hurt or upset someone, do you think 

we should use them?
Sometimes, we need to say something that might be 
tricky. Perhaps someone has been unkind to you and 
you’d like to let them know. Look at the two ways of 
saying this to someone:
• You are mean, nasty and unkind.
• Some of the things you have said to me have made 

me feel upset and sad.
Think about the words you choose to use today.

Option 1

Option 2
Create a piece of art to represent being trapped and 
being free. Split your piece of paper in half to do this. 
Think about:
• Have you ever felt trapped/free?
• What colours, tones, lines, shapes represent 

feeling trapped/free?
• Is there anything that you associate with being 

trapped/free?
• What will you use to create your art? Pencil, 

paint, chalk, materials?
Once you have created your picture, if you would like 
to, you could share your thoughts behind the art.

Option 2
Think about some of the rules you follow.
• Can you share some of your class rules?
• Are there special rules you follow in certain lessons 

e.g. PE? 
• What rules do you have at home?
Make a list of rules or things that everyone in your 
class could do to help keep everyone safe, make sure 
everyone feels happy, respected and cared for and to 
help us all learn.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-61225355
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTqWSypMJfY
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH5aZ8rf4OM

